Fall 2017

Annual General Meeting

O

n October 5th, 2017 Lakeland Industry and Community
Association (LICA) held its Annual General Meeting (AGM) at
the Centennial Center. It was a great turn out with many returning
LICA members and several new members who joined us for the first
time. LICA had the pleasure of having Bradley Peters, the executive
director with Alberta Lake Management Society (ALMS), present on
the lake monitoring within the LICA region. The presentation gave
great insight on the importance of healthy lakes in our area and
the significance of the partnership between ALMS & LICA.

A

fter a marvelous dinner, LICA held its election. The non-government organization seat
went to Annette Hobart, the agriculture seat went to John Ilchuk, the forestry and
trapping seat went to Harold Ross, and the community seats went to Andrea Woods, and Wilf
Tomchek. Thank you to all who put their name forward for elections and to those who came
out to cast their vote.

L

ICA is fully integrating all areas of its organization, including the Beaver River Watershed
Alliance (BRWA) and the airshed, under one comprehensive environmental umbrella. Our
new LICA board of directors are as listed; Andrea Woods as Chair, Annette Hobart as Co-Chair,
and Monty Moore as Secretary-Treasurer. With this exciting change, LICA will be launching a
new website, e-mails and social media platforms, as listed below. Our new website is know up
and running and includes information on our airshed, watershed and educational programs.

www.lica.ca
Get in touch with us
Education & Outreach: outreach@lica.ca
Watershed Program Management: watershed@lica.ca
Airshed Monitoring: monitoring@lica.ca
Executive Director: arianne@lica.ca
Reception: lica2@lica.ca

@infoLICAonline
@infoLICA
@InfoLICA
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Jessie Lake Project

A

s stated in our previous newsletter the Town of
Bonnyville has been working with LICA to make the
Jessie Lake Project a reality. The newest development
on this project is the replacement of the old
informational signs around Jessie Lake. The old signs
were in dire need of replacement with many of them
covered in graffiti, broken or missing. LICE coordinated
the development and printing, and the Town of
Bonnyville installed our watershed informational
posters around Jessie Lake. You can now find our new
signs all around Jessie Lake, and in the observational
towers. These new signs have improved the aesthetics
of the Jessie Lake trial, and we will continue to work
with the Town of Bonnyville to restore the riparian area
around Jessie Lake.

T

his spring/summer there are plans to plant riparian plants along the causeway to help
decrease the amount of erosion along this path. Riparian plants are ideal for bank
stability because they have strong root structures which help keep the bank in place.
Pending funding, riparian restorations will also be put in place around the new development
of park benches and tables. Keep your eyes on our social media for updates on Jessie Lake
riparian restoration events and volunteer opportunities for you to come out and support the
Jessie Lake Project.

Jessie Lake Shoreline Clean-Up

O

nce again Notre Dame High School volunteered their time to help
us with our annual shoreline clean-up of Jessie Lake. With the
help of over 200 students we were able to collect more than 20 bags of
garage and remove over 700 cigarette butts. Over the years Jessie Lake
clean-ups have removed over 1,600 pounds of litter. The
removal of this litter from our environment eliminates the
chance of it causing harm to wildlife and water quality in our
area. Thank you to all the volunteers over the years who
have come out to our clean-up events.
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Community Access Maps

O

ur Community Access Maps are now available for free download on our new
website under our “Resources” tab. Our Community Access Maps include cities,
hamlets, primary & secondary highways, watercourses, bodies of water and even local
roads. We have maps of the entire Beaver River watershed and many of our Subbasins within the Beaver River watershed.

T

hese maps can even be downloaded onto your smartphone. These
instructions can also be found on the “Resources” page of our website.
Have fun exploring the Beaver River watershed!

www.lica.ca/resources/
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Little Green Thumbs

L

ittle Green Thumbs (LGT) is a non-profit indoor gardening
program which is giving the students of Ardmore School
the chance to produce their own plants and learn about the
hard work, time and care it takes to grow food. This hands-on,
inquiry-based education program helps students learn the
value of themselves, the environment, and their community.
The students of Ardmore School will work together to care for
their garden as they learn about nutrition, environmental
stewardship, sustainable food systems, and community interdependence. LGT’s mission is to
engage, empower and support students with a hands-on, cross-curricular, educational
experience by growing gardens in their own learning environments. For more information
about LGT please visit their website: www.littlegreenthumbs.org

L

ICA is the host organization of Little Green Thumbs for
Ardmore School. LICA provides educational and interactive
presentations to the students while giving support and guidance
to the teachers. We tie LGT and LICA together to teach about
sustainable living and the important role of plants in our area.

T

he garden was set up on October 21st, providing teachers with the knowledge and skills
to start the garden with their students. Several of the
classrooms are taking part in the vermicomposting program of LGT.
Our Education & Outreach Coordinator, Erin Ritchie, went to
Ardmore School to teach the students about vermicomposting. The
students had a wonderful time learning about composting and the
nutrient cycle before helping to build their classrooms
vermicompost bin. The students loved getting a close up look at
the worms and holding them mere inches away from their face.
The students are eager to bring in healthy snacks to feed to their
new classroom pets and watch their vermicompost grow.
The LGT program is in its very early stages but we are all optimistic
it will be a successful first year.

Page 4

Calendar Contest

T

hank you to all of those who submitted artwork for the
calendar contest. We received over 100 entries, all were
beautiful and heartfelt pieces of work. Thirteen winners
have been selected and put into the 2018 Youth
Calendar. The 2018 Calendar is now available for free at our
office: 5107 50 Street, Bonnyville, Alberta

Volunteer Opportunity

W

e are looking for volunteers to help with the Parent Link Center Christmas Party in
Cold Lake on Wednesday, December 13th. LICA will have a craft station making bird
feeders out of up-cycled material. If you are interested in helping out for this event please
contact Erin Richie at outreach@lica.ca
Parent Link Center Christmas Party
Wednesday, December 13th
Cold Lake Energy Centre, Field House
8:30 a.m.—11:30 a.m.
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CARS Program

L

ICA will soon be collaborating with Inside Education to bring
the Clean Air Responsible Schools (CARS) program to the LICA
region in 2018. The CARS program aims to develop an
understanding of air quality, emissions, and climate change at a
school and community level.

T

his program delivers a teacher development workshop to
provide a greater understanding and background of air quality
and the CARS program itself. The teachers who are involved in the
program will also receive an in-class presentation, a citizen science
activity for their students and take part in a stewardship project.

Chairs
Andrea Woods
chairperson@lica.ca
Annette Hobart
vicechair@lica.ca
www.lica.ca

Lakeland Industry
& Community
Association

FOLLOW US!

@infoLICAonline

@infoLICA

I

f you are a teacher or know a teacher who might be interested in
taking part in the CARS program please contact Erin Ritchie at
outreach@lica.ca

@infoLICA

To learn more about the program visit
http://www.insideeducation.ca/cars/
This program is free for teachers and schools to participate in.
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