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WHO WE ARE
The Beaver River Watershed Alliance (BRWA) is one of eleven Watershed Planning and Advisory Councils (WPAC) in Alberta, and is an
Independent Standing Committee of the Lakeland Industry and Community Association (LICA). WPACs are designated by the Government of
Alberta to carry out planning and education functions through the Water for Life Strategy (2003) whose goals are:
1. Healthy aquatic ecosystems,
2. Reliable, quality water supplies for a sustainable economy, and
3. A safe secure drinking water supply.

WHAT WE DO
1. Report periodically on the state of the watershed.  Last report completed in 2013.
2. Coordinate the development of an Integrated Watershed Management Plan (IWMP).  Plan to be completed in 2017.
3. Complete projects to fill knowledge gaps related to water resources.
4. Provide education and outreach to communities in the watershed.

OUR WATERSHED
1. In Alberta, the Beaver River watershed is approximately 22,000 km2, occupying 3% of the province.
2. The population of the Beaver River Watershed is approximately 38,000.
3. Two-thirds of the watershed is upland, consisting of forests and agricultural land. The remaining one-third is wetland or open water lakes.
4. The Beaver River starts at Beaver Lake near Lac La Biche and runs for 250 km in Alberta to the Saskatchewan border.
5. The Beaver River connects to the Churchill River in Saskatchewan and eventually flows to Hudson Bay.

For more information visit our website www.beaverriverwatershed.ca
Or find us on Facebook at Beaver River Watershed Alliance.

BEAVER RIVER WATERSHED ALLIANCE
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        n i g and Advisory Councils (WPAC) in Alberta, and is 

Independent Standing Committee of the Lakeland Industry and Community Association (LICA). WPACs are designated by the Government
Alberta to carry out planning and education functions through the Water for Life Strategy (2003) whose goals are:
1. Healthy aquatic ecosystems,
2. Reliable, quality water supplies for a sustainable economy, and
3. A safe secure drinking water supply.

WHAT WE DO
1. Report periodically on the state of the watershed.  Last report completed in 2013.
2. Coordinate the development of an Integrated Watershed Management Plan (IWMP).  Plan to be completed in 2017.
3. Complete projects to fill knowledge gaps related to water resources.
4. Provide education and outreach to communities in the watershed.

OUR WATERSHED
1. In Alberta, the Beaver River watershed is approximately 22,000 km2, occupying 3% of the province.
2. The population of the Beaver River Watershed is approximately 38,000.
3. Two-thirds of the watershed is upland, consisting of forests and agricultural land. The remaining one-third is wetland or open water lakes.
4. The Beaver River starts at Beaver Lake near Lac La Biche and runs for 250 km in Alberta to the Saskatchewan border.
5. The Beaver River connects to the Churchill River in Saskatchewan and eventually flows to Hudson Bay.

For more information visit our website www.beaverriverwatershed.ca
Or find us on Facebook at Beaver River W tershed Alliance.

   COLD LAKE WATERSHED
A watershed/drainage basin is the water from an area of land which flows into one big body of water. Water will fall from the sky and collection into 
lakes, streams, wetlands, and rivers to collect into one big body of water, and for us, water drains into the Beaver River. Within a drainage basin, 
there are sub-basins which first flow into other tributaries before draining into the main body of water. 
The main sub-basins of Cold Lake are Marie Creek Sub-basin, Lower Beaver River Sub-basin, and Cold Lake Sub-basin. Cold Lake Northeast of 
16th Street and 16th Avenue is the only section of Cold Lake which actually flows into Lake. With only a small portion of the city actually draining 
into the lake helps prevent pollutants such herbicides, pet waste, litter and fertilizers from drastically affecting the water quality. The majority of the 
city does not drain into Cold Lake, but into Marie Creek. The creek along the back-side Centre Avenue and the Millennium Trail is the creek which 
drains the water from Cold Lake into the Beaver River. 
Cold Lake is well known for having healthy and clean water. The reason for this high quality of water is the lack of human development north of the 
Lake. Due to the Primrose Air Weapons Range, the land and water which feeds Cold Lake are mostly untouched leaving the natural landscape. The 
weapons range is filled with a vast number of wetlands, especially in the eastern corner. Wetland are very beneficial to biodiversity and water 
quality in many ways. Wetlands us fertilizers and other nutrients carried by water runoff for their own growth, limiting the amount of nutrients going 
into the body of water, which helps prevent algae blooms. The plants, bacteria, and layers of sediment found within wetland help break down 
pollutants helping to keep the water cleans and safe for wildlife. Wetlands act like a sponge, holding excess water entering the system during times 
of flooding and slowly releasing water in times of drought. The wetlands within the weapons range play a key part into why the water entering Cold 
Lake is the best in this region.  
To improve the quality of water leaving the City of Cold Lake riparian areas can be restored.  A riparian is the area of land directly next to a body of 
water, a healthy riparian has a high biodiversity of plants. Riparian plants require a high supply of water which is why they can be found on the 
banks of bodies of water. The presence of riparian areas provides bank stability, water filtration, and homes to many wildlife. The roots of riparian 
plants provide stability to the soil along the banks and prevent soil erosion. Riparian plants filter runoff by using fertilizers and other nutrients carried 
by the runoff for their own growth, limiting the amount of nutrients going into the body of water. This helps prevent algae blooms and therefore 
helps improve the overall quality of water.
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