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2021 LICA Writing Contest Prompt

Section Il: Functional Writing (Suggested time—40 minutes)
Read the situation below and complete the assignment that follows.
The Situation

Your name is Alex Planter and you attend Lakeside Elementary School. Last month, the Canadian
government released new targets and a plan to reduce climate change. The Prime Minister has
written a letter to all the schools in Canada asking young people for their opinion on how to meet
these targets. Your teacher showed your class some videos about climate change to give you
information for your response letter.

Assignment

Watch the videos linked below. Write a letter back to the Prime Minister that explains which
issue you believe is most important to reduce climate change.

When writing your news article, be sure to

¢ include a paragraph explaining why the issue you picked is the most important
e use a style of writing appropriate for a formal letter
e respond to the questions asked by the Prime Minister

Videos:

¢ Climate Change (According to a Kid): https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sv7OHfpIRfU

e Transportation 101: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c4iVCJOOBYA

¢ Food Wastage Footprint: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=loCVrkcaH6Q

e Plastic is Accelerating the Climate Crisis: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IgSBzfa-eKk

e Renewable Energy 101 | National Geographic: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1kUEOBZtTRc

You do not have to include all the information provided in the videos.
You may include additional appropriate information you find in your own research.
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Letter

Dear Students of Lakeside Elementary School,

| am delighted to be writing you to ask for your help with a very important issue. The Government of
Canada is working hard to combat climate change for our country and our Earth. We know that if
climate change continues to worsen, it will force massive changes to our current way of life, including
more extreme weather, less food to eat and less clean water to drink. | am asking for your help because
young people like you are the future of our country, and you also face the greatest challenges if the
climate does not stabilize.

There are many ways to reduce climate change, including actions from individuals, businesses, industry,
schools, and governments. Although everyone is trying their best to make environmentally-friendly
choices, there are some areas where we need to try harder. Here are four issues the government has
identified as needing improvement if we are going to succeed in reducing climate change:

¢ Transportation: 30% of Canada’s GHG emissions come from transportation like driving cars and
trucks or flying

e Food Waste: 1/3 of all food grown for human consumption is wasted

¢ Plastics: only 9% of all single-use plastic is recycled in Canada

e Renewable Energy: 16% of Canada’s energy comes from renewable sources

Of these four issues, which do you believe is the most important to reduce climate change and why?
What is a possible solution to the issue you picked as most important?

On behalf of all Canadians, thank you for taking the time to read and respond to my letter. | am sure by
working together, we will create stronger country and build a better future for everyone!
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