
ALERT: AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES

Narrow-leaved Cattail
(Typha angustifolia)

Description
•	Leaves are 1.5-2 metres tall and  

3–12 mm wide.

•	Flowering stems are 1-1.5 metres tall, 
distinctly shorter than the leaves and 
often hidden among them.

•	Flowers grow in a dense cluster: 
the female portion is on the bottom, 
separated from the male portion above 
by a 3-8 cm gap of bare stem. This 
separation distinguishes the species 
from the native Broad‑leaved Cattail 
(Typha latifolia), which has no gap 
between the male and female flowers.

•	 Typically, flowers in June and July. After 
this time, the male portion falls off, and 
the female portion matures into the 
cattail’s distinctive cigar‑shaped fruit 
with a long stem at the top.

How can you help?
•	Learn how to identify Narrow-leaved 

Cattail and other aquatic invasive 
species 

•	 Report possible sightings to the Aquatic 
Invasive Species hotline at 1-855-336-
BOAT(2628) or epa.ais@gov.ab.ca

•	Never buy, plant or move this species 

•	Raise awareness within your 
community to stop the spread 

What’s the threat?
Narrow-leaved Cattail (Typha angustifolia): 
•	Not native to Alberta’s aquatic ecosystems 

•	Persistent and can quickly overpopulate shorelines 

•	Forms dense monocultures 

•	Outcompetes native species due to its ability to grow rapidly 

•	Degrades habitat for waterfowl species 

How are they spread and where are they?
•	Native to Eurasia and Africa 

•	Likely introduced to North America as an ornamental species in 
the early 19th century 

•	This species can be spread by wind, water, humans and by 
rhizomes 

Report all potential sightings to the  
Aquatic Invasive Species Hotline at 

1-855-336-BOAT (2628)
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REASON FOR ALERT:
Narrow‑leaved Cattail has 
recently been confirmed near the 
Beaverhill Lake Natural Area, east 
of Edmonton. Although it is not 
currently listed under the Fisheries 
(Alberta) Act, it possesses similar 
invasive qualities.

Classification: Public
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